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Abstract: Trichodes suturalis Seidlitz, 1889 (Coleoptera: Cleridae: Clerinae) is recorded from Portugal for the first 

time, raising the known diversity of the genus Trichodes Herbst, 1792 in the country to five species. The knowledge on 

the Iberian distribution of two other species of the genus is improved with new Portuguese districts for Trichodes 

apiarius (Linnaeus, 1758) (Viana do Castelo) and Trichodes flavocinctus Spinola, 1844 (Guarda). The likely presence of 

Trichodes alvearius (Fabricius, 1792) in Portugal is discussed. 

Key words: Coleoptera, Cleridae, Trichodes suturalis, first record, Trichodes spp., new districts, Portugal, Iberian 

Peninsula. 

 

Resumen: Primer registro de Trichodes suturalis Seidlitz, 1889 en Portugal y nuevos distritos para dos especies 

del género Trichodes Herbst, 1792 (Coleoptera: Cleridae: Clerinae). Se registra por primera vez en Portugal la 

presencia de Trichodes suturalis Seidlitz, 1889 (Coleoptera: Cleridae: Clerinae), lo que eleva a cinco el número de 

especies conocidas del género Trichodes Herbst, 1792 en el país. Se amplía el conocimiento sobre la distribución ibérica 

de otras dos especies del género con nuevos distritos portugueses para Trichodes apiarius (Linnaeus, 1758) (Viana do 

Castelo) y Trichodes flavocinctus Spinola, 1844 (Guarda). Se discute la probable presencia de Trichodes alvearius 

(Fabricius, 1792) en Portugal. 

Palabras clave: Coleoptera, Cleridae, Trichodes suturalis, primer registro, Trichodes spp., nuevos distritos, faunística, 

Portugal, Península Ibérica. 
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Introduction 

 
 

The checkered beetles (Coleoptera: Cleridae) of the Iberian Peninsula and the Balearic Islands were 

recently reviewed by BAHILLO DE LA PUEBLA et al. (2021), who summarized the available knowledge 

based on literature compilation and the revision of nearly 60 entomological collections. Among the 

results of that study was the conclusion that the Iberian-Balearic fauna includes 37 species, the known 

range of a number of them being significantly improved therein. Furthermore, among those 37 species 

there are four Iberian endemics (LÓPEZ VERGARA et al., 2017). 

 The genus Trichodes Herbst, 1792 (Cleridae: Clerinae) is the richest in the Iberian-Balearic 

area, with eight recorded species, four of which are known from mainland Portugal (BAHILLO DE LA 

PUEBLA et al., 2021). 

 In this note, we present the first Portuguese record of Trichodes suturalis Seidlitz, 1889 based 

on a specimen deposited in the collection of MHNC-UP (Museu de História Natural e da Ciência da 

Universidade do Porto, Portugal) and new records of Trichodes apiarius (Linnaeus, 1758) and Trichodes 

flavocinctus Spinola, 1844 that add a new Portuguese district for each. 
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Results 

 
 

Trichodes suturalis Seidlitz, 1889 new for Portugal 
 

Described by SEIDLITZ (1889) from El Escorial (Spain), this is one of the four Iberian endemics in 

the family. Reported from the following Spanish provinces (only the earliest record for each province 

is presented): Madrid (SEIDLITZ, 1889), Segovia (CHAMPENOIS, 1900), Ávila and A Coruña 

(ESPAÑOL, 1960), La Rioja (PÉREZ MORENO & CABRERO SAÑUDO, 1999), Guadalajara (LENCINA 

GUTIÉRREZ et al., 2010) and Cáceres (BAHILLO DE LA PUEBLA et al., 2021) (Map 1). This is the 

first record from Portugal, from the north-western part of the country, in a site located inside the 

country’s only National Park: Parque Nacional da Peneda-Gerês. 
 

Material examined 

PORTUGAL: 

Viana do Castelo district: Ponte da Barca municipality: Froufe (41.821548 -8.296009; MGRS: 

29TNG5830; 91 m a.s.l.), 07/VIII/2021 (1 specimen, Cecilia Bouman leg., MHNC-UP col: MHNCUP-

ART-43791). A live picture of the specimen was uploaded to the online platform iNaturalist (see 

here). 
 

Trichodes apiarius (Linnaeus, 1758), new for Viana do Castelo (Portugal) 
 

This species was described from Germany by LINNAEUS (1758), as Attelabus apiarius, and its 

recorded Iberian distribution includes Andorra, 28 Spanish provinces and three Portuguese districts 

(Braga, Coimbra and Viseu) as compiled by BAHILLO DE LA PUEBLA et al. (2021). We record it here 

for the first time from the Portuguese district of Viana do Castelo, from a site located in Parque 

Nacional da Peneda-Gerês, a protected area from where the species was first recorded by 

OLIVEIRA (1884). 
 

Material examined 

PORTUGAL: 

Viana do Castelo district: Arcos de Valdevez municipality: On the banks of river Peneda, 1,5 km 

from the sanctuary of Senhora da Peneda (41.962851 -8.226499; MGRS: 29TNG6446; 575 m 

a.s.l.), 09/VII/1996 (3 specimens, Grosso-Silva leg. et col.). 
 

Trichodes flavocinctus Spinola, 1844, new for Guarda (Portugal) 
 

Described by SPINOLA (1844) as a variety of Trichodes ammios (Fabricius, 1787), the recorded 

Iberian distribution of this species includes 36 Spanish provinces and 10 Portuguese districts 

(BAHILLO DE LA PUEBLA et al., 2021). We record it here for the first time from the Portuguese 

district of Guarda. 
 

Material examined 

PORTUGAL: 

Guarda district: Vila Nova de Foz Côa municipality: Bairro Flor da Rosa (41.072520 -7.154457; 

MGRS: 29TPF5548; 429 m a.s.l.), 17/VI/2013 (1 specimen, Pedro Sousa leg., Grosso-Silva col.). 
 

Discussion 

 
 

The records presented in this study increase the knowledge about the Portuguese fauna of Trichodes 

(cf. Table 1) with the addition of one species to the country’s catalogue and new districts for two other 

species in the genus. The new record of T. apiarius, albeit dating back from 30 years ago, is also 

https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/100957165
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relevant as the species had not been mentioned from Portugal since CARVALHO (1947) recorded it 

from Paço de Queirã, in Viseu. 
 

Table 1.- Catalogue of the Trichodes Herbst, 1792 recorded from mainland Portugal with the oldest records traced for each 

species. 

Species Oldest record from mainland Portugal 

T. apiarius (Linnaeus, 1758) OLIVEIRA (1884) 

T. flavocinctus Spinola, 1844 KLUG (1842) 

T. leucopsideus (Olivier, 1795) KLUG (1842) 

T. octopunctatus (Fabricius, 1787) KLUG (1842) 

T. suturalis Seidlitz, 1889 This study 

 

The presence of T. suturalis in Portugal was a distinct possibility considering the Iberian distribution 

range presented in Map 21 by BAHILLO DE LA PUEBLA et al. (2021) and strengthens the prospect of a 

much wider distribution range in the north-west of the Iberian Peninsula which was already indicated by 

its discovery in Galicia. In the same sense, we consider the occurrence of T. alvearius (Fabricius, 1792) 

(cf. Map 16 in the same study) even more likely and deem it a species to look for in the north of Portugal 

between May and July, the months of more common adult appearance in Spain according to the data 

available on the iNaturalist online platform (filtering the Spanish records here). 
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Map 1.- Iberian distribution of Trichodes suturalis Seidlitz, 1889 (grey: previously known Spanish provinces; green: new 

Portuguese district; orange: new Portuguese MGRS 100 km2 square). 

 


