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First records of Micromeriella aureola (Klug, 1832)
(Hymenoptera, Scoliidae) from continental Europe
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Abstract: Micromeriella aureola (Klug, 1832) (Hymenoptera, Scoliidae), a species mainly distributed in North Africa, is
here recorded for the first time from Spain (Alicante), representing the first confirmed occurrence of the genus
Micromeriella Betrem, 1972 in continental Europe.
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Resumen: Primeras citas de Micromeriella aureola (Klug, 1832) (Hymenoptera, Scoliidae) para Europa continental.
Micromeriella aureola (Klug, 1832) (Hymenoptera, Scoliidae), una especie principalmente distribuida por el norte de
Africa, se registra aqui por primera vez en Espafia (Alicante), representando la primera aparicién confirmada del género
Micromeriella Betrem, 1972 en Europa continental.

Palabras clave: Hymenoptera, Scoliidae, Micromeriella aureola, cita nueva, biogeografia, Peninsula Ibérica, Europa
continental.
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The genus Micromeriella Betrem, 1972 (Hymenoptera: Scoliidae) comprises 15 species and several
subspecies, distributed across the Afrotropical realm (13 species), parts of the southwestern
Palaearctic region (3 species), and extending into the Indomalayan and Australasian regions (2 species)
(OSTEN, 2005). Among them, Micromeriella aureola (Klug, 1832) is known from North Africa (Algeria,
Mauritania, Libya, Morocco, Tunisia), sub-Saharan Africa (Angola, Botswana, Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Kenya, Lesotho, Senegal, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan,
Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zanzibar, Zimbabwe), the Arabian Peninsula (Saudi Arabia, Oman, Yemen,
United Arab Emirates), and the Canary Islands (BETREM & BRADLEY, 1972; OSTEN, 2000;
SCHULTEN, 2008; SCHMID-EGGER, 2017; MADL, 2018). Within Europe, the species has been recorded
only from insular localities, namely the island of Lampedusa (PAGLIANO, 2017) and the Maltese Islands
(VELLA et al., 2021).

In late December of 2025, a few Scoliidae were observed flying on a beach in Elche (Alicante,
southeastern Spain), and two individuals were collected. The identification of the specimens was carried
out using the key provided by OSTEN (2000). The examined individuals agree well with the diagnostic
characters of M. aureola and general coloration pattern. The body length of the examined specimens
was 12.8 mm for the male (Fig. 1a) and 11.2 mm for the female (Fig. 1b). These measurements fall within
the known size variation for the species, ranging between 11 and 17 mm (BETREM & BRADLEY, 1972).

Based on this material, herein the first record of M. aureola from continental Europe is
presented, thus extending northward the known range of the species and genus. The two specimens are
deposited in the author's collection (Nemea, Greece).

Material examined
SPAIN: Alicante province, Elche, El Altet beach (38.271°N, -0.520°W), 20/12/2025 (1 4,1 9, Carlos
de Queros leg.). A picture of the two specimens is presented in Fig. 1.
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