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Abstract: The first records of Solenosthedium bilunatum (Lefèbvre, 1827) (Heteroptera: Scutelleridae) in Belgium, 

Denmark and Montenegro are reported. Furthermore, additional records from Spain are included and the European 

distribution of the species is summarised and discussed. 
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Montenegro, Spain, Europe. 

 

Resumen: Solenosthedium bilunatum (Lefèbvre, 1827) (Heteroptera: Scutelleridae): primeras citas para Bélgica, 

Dinamarca y Montenegro y citas adicionales para España. Se presentan las primeras citas de Solenosthedium 

bilunatum (Lefèbvre, 1827) (Heteroptera: Scutelleridae) en Bélgica, Dinamarca y Montenegro. Además, se incluyen citas 

adicionales en España y se resume y discute la distribución europea de la especie.  

Palabras clave: Heteroptera, Scutelleridae, Solenosthedium bilunatum, primeras citas, distribución, Bélgica, Dinamarca, 

Montenegro, España, Europa. 
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Solenosthedium bilunatum (Lefèbvre, 1827) (Heteroptera: Scutelleridae) is the only species of the 

genus present in Europe, and its known occurrence on that continent is restricted to Cyprus, France, 

Greece, Italy, Malta, Portugal, Spain (GÖLLNER-SCHEIDING, 2006), Croatia (GOGALA, 2008), Albania 

(VAN DER HEYDEN, 2021), and Bosnia and Herzegovina (VAN DER HEYDEN, 2023). 

 Our knowledge about its European distribution is expanded in the present paper, thanks to three 

photographic records available on the iNaturalist platform, from Belgium, Denmark and Montenegro, 

respectively: 
 

Belgium: 1 ex. (adult specimen), Brakel, East Flanders, 01-11-2023 (see here). 

Denmark: 1 ex. (dead adult specimen), Hillerød, 25-03-2023 (see here). 

Montenegro: 1 ex. (nymph), Јурај Царић, Starigrad Kotor, 10-08-2025 (see here). 
 

 Interestingly, the photographs from Belgium and Denmark were taken at very continental 

locations. The specimen from Denmark was found under an olive tree in a plant centre and very likely 

was imported with that plant. The distribution of S. bilunatum presented by the iNaturalist platform 

(Fig. 1) shows us the species' clear preference for areas close to the Mediterranean Sea (see here). 

 Within Spanish territory, a recent report drew attention to the unusual finding that this was 

the first (and, at that time, only) sighting in Zaragoza, given that it is an area with a continental 

climate, whereas S. bilunatum is a species that prefers coastal climates, as shown by the fact that the 

Spanish distribution of the species is almost exclusively in Mediterranean coastal areas (TANCO, 2024). 

This record could have been due to accidental causes and not correspond to the actual presence of the 

https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/189648137
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/152263725
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/305339750
https://www.inaturalist.org/observations?subview=map&taxon_id=151790
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species in that area, but rather to a fortuitous event, such as the specimen having been accidentally 

transported in a vehicle. However, a second record from the city of Zaragoza (26-11-2024, Aljafería 

Park, Á. Murria leg., J. Tanco coll.) confirms the actual presence of the species in the province of 

Zaragoza. The photo of TANCO (2024) was taken on 09-11-2024 and the specimen was captured after 

shot (I. Martínez leg., J. Martínez coll.), so we know there are two different specimens and not the 

same specimen spotted twice. Moreover, another specimen from Alloza (Teruel) confirms its presence in 

Aragon (see here).  

 Recent data on the presence of the species, especially in Aragon, show us that the species can 

live in continental areas, although this is not common. 
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Fig. 1.– Distribution of Solenosthedium bilunatum 

(Lefèbvre, 1827). (Map created from data available on 

iNaturalist). 
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