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Abstract: The first record of Dicranocephalus pallidus (Signoret, 1879) (Heteroptera: Stenocephalidae) on the island of 

Gran Canaria (Canary Islands, Spain) is reported. The distribution of the species in the archipelago is summarised. 

Furthermore, a teratological abnormality of the reported specimen is mentioned. 
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Resumen: Nuevas citas de Heteroptera de las Islas Canarias (España), XXIV. Se presenta la primera cita de 

Dicranocephalus pallidus (Signoret, 1879) (Heteroptera: Stenocephalidae) en la isla de Gran Canaria (Islas Canarias, 

España). Se resume la distribución de la especie en el archipiélago. Además, se menciona una anormalidad teratológica del 

espécimen reportado. 

Palabras clave: Heteroptera, Stenocephalidae, Dicranocephalus pallidus, teratología, primera cita, distribución, Gran 

Canaria, Islas Canarias, España. 
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So far, Dicranocephalus pallidus (Signoret, 1879) (Heteroptera: Stenocephalidae) has been reported 

from the following islands of the Canary archipelago (Spain): La Palma, Tenerife, Fuerteventura (ROCA-

CUSACHS et al., 2020). 

Herein, the first record of D. pallidus from the island of Gran Canaria is reported: On 26-11-

2025, an adult specimen (Fig. 1) was observed in Las Palmas, the capital of the island (coordinates: 

28.1008854379, -15.4151562058). A photograph of the specimen was uploaded to the online database 

iNaturalist (see here). Possibly, the specimen arrived on the island by ship coming from the nearby 

island of Fuerteventura or was transported by wind (calima) coming from there (Eduardo Millares Ley, 

pers. comm.). 

Interestingly, the specimen reported herein shows a teratological anomaly: A protarsus is 

malformed (see Fig. 1). 
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Fig. 1.– Specimen of Dicranocephalus pallidus (Signoret, 1879) (Heteroptera: 

Stenocephalidae), Las Palmas, Gran Canaria, Canary Islands, Spain. (Photo: Eduardo 

Millares Ley). 

 


