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Abstract: The first record of Hierodula transcaucasica Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1878 (Mantodea: Mantidae) from 

Portugal is reported. Additional information on the distribution of the species is summarised. 
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Resumen: Primera cita de Hierodula transcaucasica Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1878 (Mantodea: Mantidae) en 

Portugal. Se presenta la primera cita de Hierodula transcaucasica Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1878 (Mantodea: Mantidae) 

de Portugal. Se resume información adicional acerca de la distribución de la especie. 

Palabras clave: Mantodea, Mantidae, Hierodula transcaucasica, especie invasora, primera cita, Portugal, Península 

Ibérica. 
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Hierodula transcaucasica Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1878 (Mantodea: Mantidae), a large mantis species 

originally from the Caucasus and Western Asia, is currently spreading in Central and Southern Europe 

(MOULIN & ROUARD, 2023; SAR SORRIBES & GIL TAPETADO, 2024). 

About four years ago, the first record of this species for the Iberian Peninsula was reported 

from Madrid (Spain) (VAN DER HEYDEN, 2021). 

Herein, the first record of H. transcaucasica from Portugal is reported: On 22.07.2025, a 

nymph (Fig. 1) of the species was found on a balcony in Castelo Branco, located in the central-eastern 

part of the country. A series of eight related photos was uploaded to the online database iNaturalist 

(see here). 
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Fig. 1.– Nymph of Hierodula transcaucasica Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1878, Castelo Branco, 

Portugal. (Photo: Pedro Toscano). 
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