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NOTA / NOTE
Dictyophara (Chanithus) pannonica (Germar, 1830) (Hemiptera,
Fulgoromorpha, Dictyopharidae), new species for Portugal
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Abstract: The planthopper Dictyophara (Chanithus) pannonica (Germar, 1830) (Hemiptera, Fulgoromorpha,
Dictyopharidae) is reported from Portugal for the first ftime, with a record from a coastal area in the district of
Setibal.
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Resumen: Dictyophara (Chanithus) pannonica (Germar, 1830) (Hemiptera, Fulgoromorpha), nueva especie para
Portugal. Se cita Dictyophara (Chanithus) pannonica (6ermar, 1830) (Hemiptera, Fulgoromorpha, Dictyopharidae) por
primera vez de Portugal, con un registro de un drea costera del distrito de Setibal.

Palabras clave: Hemiptera, Fulgoromorpha, Dictyopharidae, Dictyopharinae, Dictyophara pannonica, primera cita,
Portugal.

Recibido: 20 de octubre de 2021 Publicado on-line: 3 de noviembre de 2021
Aceptado: 25 de octubre de 2021

The Dictyopharidae Spinola, 1839 are a family of fulgoromorph hemipterans with a worldwide
distribution that includes 688 species in 143 genera (BARTLETT et al, 2018). Dictyopharid
planthoppers are characteristically long-legged due to their upright feeding posture (BARTLETT et al.,
2018) and bear elongated and tapering heads which they share with their sister-family Fulgoridae as
well as with other fulgoromorphs (SONG et al., 2018).

The Iberian dictyopharid planthopper fauna comprises 29 species in five genera (PEREZ-
HIDALGO et al., 2015). The dictyopharid fauna recorded from mainland Portugal consists of eight
species, two of which originally described from Portugal (Table 1). Two additional species, namely
Dictyophara (Chanithus) longirostris Walker, 1851 and Dictyophara (Chanithus) validicornis (Stal, 1859),
were listed as occurring in Portugal in the catalogue by METCALF (1946). This was, however, based on
older catalogues (PUTON, 1886, 1899; OSHANIN, 1912), in which the Iberian Peninsula was treated as
a unit ["E. Espagne et Portugal.” by PUTON and "P. = Pyrendische Halbinsel (Spanien und Portugal)’ by
OSHANIN] without actually detailing if the records pertained to Portugal, Spain, or both countries. As
a result, and in the absence of any traceable primary Portuguese records for either species, we treat
them as not occurring in the country. The same applies to Almana longipes (Dufour, 1849), Bursinia
(Bursinia) genei (Dufour, 1849), and Parorgerioides (Gyrorgerius) perezii (Bolivar & Chicote, 1879),
listed for Portugal by METCALF (1946) based on HORVATH (1910) (the former two species) and
PUTON (1886, 1899) and OSHANIN (1912) (the latter species) and whose actual first Portuguese
records are listed in Table 1.
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Here we record Dictyophara (Chanithus) pannonica (Germar, 1830) from Portugal for the first
time, based on a specimen photographed by the first author on 21 July 2018 at Praia do Carvalhal
(38.303400, -8.777288; 15 m above sea level; Setdbal district, Grandola municipality). The photos (Figs.
1-2) were uploaded to the citizen science online platform Biodiversidad Virtual, where the identification
was confirmed by André Burgers:

e https://www.biodiversidadvirtual.org/insectarium/Dictyophara-pannonica-img1020325.html

e https://www.biodiversidadvirtual.org/insectarium/Dictyophara-pannonica-imgl1020326.html

The distribution of Dictyophara (Chanithus) pannonica (Germar, 1830) extends from
northwestern China to central and southern Europe, including Asian Turkey (SONG & LIANG, 2008).

The specimen photographed at Praia do Carvalhal was found in a nonconsolidated secondary dune
habitat where a second addition to the Portuguese fauna was found: the asilid fly Cerdistus zelleri
Schiner, 1862 (FIDALGO et al., 2019). Unfortunately, this habitat is being severely threatened by
touristic enterprises and sand dune sports, with unknown impacts on this habitats’ biodiversity.

The sighting of D. (C.) pannonica reported in this study is especially significant as it extends the
species’ distribution range all the way to the western limit of continental Europe, showing that further
work is needed to assess its complete distribution range.

Table 1.- Catalogue of the Dictyopharidae recorded from mainland Portugal with the oldest primary record traced for each
species. Species described from Portugal are marked with an asterisk (*).

Subfamily Species Oldest record from mainland Portugal
Dictyophara (Chanithus) pannonica (Germar, 1830) This study
Dictyopharinae Dictyophara (Dictyophara) europaea (Linnaeus, 1767) LETHIERRY (1877)
Spinola, 1839 *Dictyophara (Dictyophara) seladonica Melichar, 1912 MELICHAR (1912)
Dictyophara (Euthremma) multireticulata Mulsant & Rey, 1855 NOBRE (1899)
Almana longipes (Dufour, 1849) SEABRA (1941)
Orgeriinae *Bursinia (Bursinia) galaxia Emeljanov & Drosopoulos, 2004 EMELJANOQV & DROSOPQULOS (2004)
Fieber 1872 Bursinia (Bursinia) genei (Dufour, 1849) LALLEMAND (1929)
! Parorgerioides (Gyrorgerius) perezii (Bolivar & Chicote, 1879) EMELJANOV (2003)
Ranissus discrepans Fieber, 1866 SEABRA (1941)
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Figs. 1-2.- Two views of the specimen of Dictyophara (Chanithus) pannonica (Germar, 1830) from Praia do
Carvalhal (Grandola, Portugal).
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