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NOTA / NOTE
First detailed record of Nemausus sordidatus (Stal, 1858)
(Hemiptera: Alydidae) from mainland Portugal
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Abstract: The previous information about the presence of Nemausus sordidatus (Stdl, 1858) (Hemiptera: Alydidae) in
Portugal is commented and the species is recorded from the country for the first time from a precise locality. The
world and the Iberian distribution of the species are summarized and a map synthesizing the knowledge about the
Iberian distribution is included.

Key words: Hemiptera, Alydidae, Nemausus sordidatus, Iberian Peninsula, first locality, Portugal.

Resumen: Primer registro preciso de Nemausus sordidatus (Stdl, 1858) (Hemiptera: Alydidae) de Portugal
continental. Se comenta la informacién previa sobre la presencia de Nemausus sordidatus (Stdl, 1858) (Hemiptera:
Alydidae) en Portugal continental y se registra la especie de la primera localidad concreta para el pais. Se resume la
distribucién mundial e ibérica de la especie y se incluye un mapa que sintetiza el conocimiento sobre la distribucién de la
especie en la Peninsula Ibérica.
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Nemausus sordidatus (Stdl, 1858) (=Nemausus simplex Horvdth, 1911, synonymized by
LINNAVUORI, 2004) (Hemiptera: Alydidae) is a broad-headed bug described by STAL (1858) as
Hypselopus sordidatus from the Swakop river plain in Namibia.

The known distribution of N. sordidatus includes the Palaearctic and Afrotropical regions: Asia
(Iran, Israel, Jordan, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Yemen), northern Africa (Algeria, the Canary
Islands, Egypt, Morocco, and Tunisia), afrotropical Africa, and Europe [Italy (Sicily), Portugal, and
Spain] (RIBES, 1971; MOULET, 1995; GOLLNER-SCHEIDING, 2000; DOLLING, 2006; DURSUN et al.,
2010; AUKEMA et al., 2013; CARAPEZZA et al., 2020).

In Spain, N. sordidatus was recorded from the provinces of Cddiz (RIBES, 1971), Mdlaga
(VAZQUEZ, 1985), Seville, and Huelva (VIVAS & BURGERS, 2015). Regarding Portugal, the first
reference to the occurrence of N. sordidatus was presented in GHAHARI et al. (2010) through a
statement by Pierre Moulet considering DOLLING's (2006) mention from Poland as erroneous and likely
pertaining to Portugal, which was in fact corroborated by AUKEMA et al. (2013), who corrected the
erroneous record as follows: "PO (Aukemal). Delete PL! [error]”. As a result, although the species is
undoubtedly cited from Portugal, no localities or additional data have ever been published for the
country.

Here we record N. sordidatus from a precise locality in Portugal for the first time, based on a
specimen photographed by Guilherme Ramos (Fig. 1) on 12 January 2021 at Escola D. Pedro V in Lisbon
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(Lisbon district, Lisbon municipality, 29SMC8688, 83 m above sea level), an observation uploaded to the
online platform BioDioversity4All (https://www.biodiversity4all.org/observations/67960037). Map 1
shows the currently known Iberian distribution of N. sordidatus, including the Spanish provinces
mentioned and the new Portuguese district.

With the new record of N. sordidatus presented here, which in the absence of any details about
previous findings may be regarded as a confirmation for mainland Portugal, the list of Alydidae known
from the country comprises the five species listed below, three of which were first recorded in the
late 19™ century and two within the last year:

Species Earliest Portuguese record
Alydus calcaratus (Linnaeus, 1758) NOBRE (1899)
Camptopus lateralis (Germar, 1817) LETHIERRY (1877)
Heegeria tangirica (Saunders, 1877) GROSSO-SILVA et al. (2020)
Nemausus sordidatus (Stdl, 1858) AUKEMA et al. (2013) from "Portugal”. Confirmed
in the present study.
Micrelytra fossularum (Rossi, 1790) LETHIERRY (1877)
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Fig. 1.-  Specimen of
Nemausus sordidatus (Stél,
1858) photographed by
Guilherme Ramos on 12
January 2021 in  Lisbon,
Portugal.
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Map 1.- Iberian distribution of Nemausus sordidatus (Stdl, 1858), with the previously known Spanish provinces (in grey), the
new Portuguese district (in cyan) and the MGRS 10x10 km square of the observation site in Portugal (in blue).
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